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INFO OCT-01 EB-08 ISO-OO CCO-OO PASO-OO XMB-04 /025 W 

050901 150433Z/14 

R 140835Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0066 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 


UNCLAS BUCHAREST 4085 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTIO, RO 

SUBJECT: AJAX NEGOTIATIONS WITH MASINEXPORTIMPORT 


TO: R.P. SCOTT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
AJAX MANUFACTURING CO. 
1441 CHARDON ROAD 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 441 17 
TELEX: 980-186 


CONCERNING YOUR TELEX WHICH REFERS TO INQUIRY YOU RECEIVED 
FROM MASINEXPORT, I CAN TELL YOU FOLLOWING: 

1 . RADU TOLD EMBASSY COMMERCIAL ASSISTANT DIANA PRUTEANU THAT 
MASINEXPORT'S INQUIRY FOR SEVEN BENCH PRESSES ARE IN TECHNICAL 
STAGE. RADU WISHES RECEIVE MORE TECHNICAL DATA ON AJAX'S 
EQUIPMENT. RADU PLANS GO ON MONTH'S VACATION BEGINNING JULY 
25, BUT HE WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH YOU SOMETIME BETWEEN 
JUNE 15 AND MID JULY. IN THIS MEETING PRELIMINARY COMMERCIAL 
TALKS COULD ALSO BE HELD. RADU SAID THE PRESSES ARE NEEDED IN 
ROMANIA IN THE FIRST HALF OF 1979. 


2. MASINEXPORT'S INQUIRY TO YOU IS A REAL ONE. ANYTIME THAT 
A ROMANIAN FTO PROVIDES YOU WITH A DOSSIER NUMBER, IT MEANS 
THAT THE PROJECT OR INQUIRY IS REAL. ALTHOUGH I AM GUESSING, 
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I WOULD ASSUME THAT THESE PRESSES ARE NEEDED FOR ROMANIAN 
JOINT VENTURE WITH CITROEN TO BUILD A SMALL CAR HERE. 


3. U.S. MACHINE TOOL BUILDERS HAVE BEEN CONSISTENTLY UNDER 
PRICED IN ROMANIAN MARKET BY EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE COMPANIES. 
ITALIAN AND BELGIAN FIRMS HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY AGGRESSIVE. 
ROMANIANS HAVE ALSO PLACED MORE EMPHASIS ON PRICE THAN QUALITY 
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OF MACHINERY THEY BUY. IF YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE A COMPETITIVELY 
PRICE PRODUCT THEN YOU SHOULD HAVE A CHANCE ON THIS INQUIRY. 

4. EXIM SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE TO YOU. OTHER THINGS EQUAL YOU 
SHOULD NOT LOSE THIS CONTRACT BECAUSE OF EXIM TERMS. 

REGARDS, EMIL CASTRO, COMMERCIAL ATTACHE. 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
BUCHAREST, ROMANIA 
AGGREY 

NOTE BY OC/T: PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEE. 
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